
 

 

Nursing Education in Utah 

“Nursing is the protection, promotion, and optimization of health and abilities, prevention of illness and injury, 

 alleviation of suffering through the diagnosis and treatment of human response, and  

advocacy in the care of individuals, families, communities, and populations.” 

(American Nurses Association Nursing World, 2013). 

As women and men decide to begin a career in the nursing profession, there are a number of 

choices open to them. The various educational options for entry into the field are discussed 

below. All nurses are encouraged to seek a long and active career in the profession. The 2010 

Institute of Medicine (IOM) report, The Future of Nursing: Leading Change, Advancing 

Health, recommended a) Increasing the proportion of nurses with a baccalaureate degree to 80 

percent by 2020 and b) Doubling the number of nurses with a doctorate by 2020.  As the nursing 

profession evolves and health care systems evolve, the need for nurse leaders is especially 

serious. Most nursing leadership positions require advanced degrees.  

This document addresses those beginning the journey to become a nurse and to inform them of 

options for nursing education and licensure in Utah. The goal is to encourage nurses to catch the 

vision to engage in lifelong learning and contribute to the profession at the highest level of one’s 

ability.  

Another recommendation of the 2010 IOM study was “to decrease the barriers to pursuing 

advanced education”. One of the barriers to advancing education for nurses is that educational 

institutions have different requirements for admission and graduation. The differences may be in 

the accreditation requirements for the institution or the requirements of the nursing program of 

study.  

Accreditation 

Accreditation is a process of voluntary external review done by peer experts.  In order to obtain 

licensure in Utah, the nursing program and the college or university must be accredited.  These 

are two separate accreditations.   

www.aacn.nche.edu/education-resources/bsn-article  (retrieved July 21, 2014) 

Nursing Program Accreditation 

In Utah, in order to be licensed, nursing students must apply to the state and pass the NCLEX-

PN and/or NCLEX-RN examinations.  Students must have graduated from an accredited nursing 

http://www.aacn.nche.edu/education-resources/bsn-article


 

 

program.  Programs accredited by either the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education 

(CCNE) or Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN) assures that the nursing 

program has met professional nursing educational standards and is involved in ongoing quality 

improvement.   

College or University Accreditation 

There are two types of organizational accreditation: regional and national.  Regional 

accreditation agencies represent institutions in specific areas of the country and are recognized 

by the US Department of Education.  National accreditation agencies evaluate specific types of 

schools and colleges when their model of instruction is different from traditional degree 

programs.  

It is important to remember that some colleges and universities only accept transfers from 

regionally accredited schools.  This depends on the policies of the institution.  Prerequisite 

courses required for students varies from institution to institution as well as program to program.     

 

Nursing Educational Options in Utah 

Within nursing there are different levels of nursing licensure. Each license level authorizes 

nurses to practice within the boundaries or scope of practice of that level based on their 

education and experience. The purpose of licensure is to protect the public by setting regulations 

(including educational requirements) of expected skills, abilities, and professional behavior.  

The following presents various nursing license categories in Utah with a brief description of the 

nursing care scope of practice for that license. The order of the presentation is from minimum to 

maximum educational investment for licensure.   

Practical Nurse (LPN) 

Licensure as a PN/ LPN authorizes practical nurses to provide basic emotional and physical care 

to clients such as physical comfort, client safety, administering medications, therapeutic 

treatments and assisting with rehabilitation under the direction of a registered nurse (RN), 

advance practice registered nurse (APRN), or medical doctor (MD) or doctor of osteopathy (DO) 

in various health care settings.  

 

To receive a practice nurse license, a person must complete an approved educational program of 

study, pass a National Council Licensure Examination-PN (NCLEX-PN), and fulfill the state 

board requirements. 

 



 

 

The length of Utah PN/LPN programs range between 9 and 18 months of full-time study. This 

includes program prerequisites. Students who graduate from an LPN program may want to 

continue on to an associate degree program. Some LPN programs provide smooth progression 

from the LPN program of study to the associate degree in nursing.  Associate degree programs 

may or may not accept all credits or courses from an LPN program. Check with the program 

directors or advisors what requirements are needed to pursue the next degree in nursing. This 

will assist students in planning future nursing education endeavors to advance his/her career.   

 

Utah schools that offer PN/ LPN education are: 

 

Bridgerland Applied Technical College 

http://batc.edu/index.cfm?page_id=151&program_id=640 

       

Davis Applied Technology College   

http://datc.edu/practical-nurse 

 

Fortis College    

http://www.fortis.edu/programs/pn-rn-associate-degree-bridge.aspx  

 

Mountainland Applied Technology College 

http://mlatc.edu/programs/healthcare/practical-nursing/  

 

Ogden-Weber Tech College    

http://www.owatc.edu/training/health/practical-nursing/  

 

Snow College    

http://www.snow.edu/alliedhealth/  

 

Uintah Basin Applied Technology College    

http://www.ubatc.edu/certificates-programs/medical/practical-nurse/  

 

Utah State University    

http://www.usu.edu/degrees/index.cfm?id=234  

 

Weber State University    

http://weber.edu/nursing   

 

http://batc.edu/index.cfm?page_id=151&program_id=640
http://datc.edu/practical-nurse
http://www.fortis.edu/programs/pn-rn-associate-degree-bridge.aspx
http://mlatc.edu/programs/healthcare/practical-nursing/
http://www.owatc.edu/training/health/practical-nursing/
http://www.snow.edu/alliedhealth/
http://www.ubatc.edu/certificates-programs/medical/practical-nurse/
http://www.usu.edu/degrees/index.cfm?id=234
http://weber.edu/nursing


 

 

Registered Nurse (RN) 

To receive a registered nurse license, a person must complete an approved educational program 

of study, pass a National Council Licensure Examination-RN (NCLEX-RN), and fulfill the state 

board requirements. There are two major types of associate degree programs and two bachelor’s 

degree programs: a) the Associates of Applied Science (AAS) and Associates of Science (AS), 

also, b) Bachelor of Science (BS) and Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN). 

 

Associates Degree in Nursing (ADRN)  

Nurses with associates degrees, often referred to as ADRN, provide client care by performing 

physical exams and health histories, providing health promotion, counseling and education; 

administering medications and wound care and other procedures.  The RN makes critical 

decisions regarding client care based on client information and the other healthcare team 

members. The ADRN supervises client care delivered by LPNs, nurse aides, medical assistants, 

and other unlicensed assistive personnel (UAP). 

 

Associate of Applied Science nursing programs are offered in both public and private 

institutions and are accredited by national nursing accrediting bodies. In addition, AAS nursing 

programs are institutionally accredited by both nationally and regionally accredited 

organizations. They generally do not include prerequisite courses necessary to be able to move 

on to colleges and universities or baccalaureate nursing programs. Students who want to pursue a 

baccalaureate after their AAS degree may need to take additional courses to be eligible to 

progress to a baccalaureate degree program. These courses often include an advanced English 

course, college math course, and American history or similar course. Check with the program 

directors or advisors regarding what requirements are needed to pursue the next degree in 

nursing. This will assist students in planning future nursing education endeavors to advance 

his/her career.  These courses can often be taken at the same time as the nursing program, thus 

not delaying educational progression. 

 

AS nursing programs are offered in both public and private institutions and are accredited by 

national nursing bodies. AS programs are offered in institutions that are both nationally and 

regionally accredited. Students who wish to pursue a baccalaureate degree after their AS 

graduation may need to take additional courses in the bachelor’s program in conjunction with the 

required nursing-related courses. Check with the program directors or advisors regarding what 

requirements are needed to pursue the next degree in nursing. This will assist students in 

planning future nursing education endeavors to advance his/her career.  These courses can often 

be taken at the same time as the nursing program, thus not delaying educational progression. 

 



 

 

The average length of a Utah ADRN programs is 2 years (5 semesters) full-time study including 

prerequisites.  

 

Ameritech College    

http://www.ameritech.edu/programs/nursing/   

 

Dixie State University    

http://www.dixie.edu/health/nursing/  

 

Eagle Gate College     

http://www.eaglegatecollege.edu/programs/healthcare/nursing/  

 

Fortis College     

http://www.fortis.edu/programs/associate-degree-in-nursing.aspx  

 

Nightingale College     

http://nightingale.edu/programs/  

 

Ogden-Weber Tech College    

http://www.owatc.edu/training/health/practical-nursing/  

 

Provo College    

http://www.provocollege.edu/programs/healthcare/nursing/   

 

Salt Lake Community College    

http://www.slcc.edu/nursing/index.aspx   

 

Snow College     

http://www.snow.edu/alliedhealth/  

 

Stevens-Henagar College    

http://www.stevenshenager.edu/healthcare/associates/nursing-education 

 

Utah State University    

http://nursing.usu.edu/   

 

Utah Valley University    

http://www.uvu.edu/csh/nursing/   

 

Weber State University     

http://www.weber.edu/nursing/                                     

http://www.ameritech.edu/programs/nursing/
http://www.dixie.edu/health/nursing/
http://www.eaglegatecollege.edu/programs/healthcare/nursing/
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http://www.owatc.edu/training/health/practical-nursing/
http://www.provocollege.edu/programs/healthcare/nursing/
http://www.slcc.edu/nursing/index.aspx
http://www.snow.edu/alliedhealth/
http://www.stevenshenager.edu/healthcare/associates/nursing-education
http://nursing.usu.edu/
http://www.uvu.edu/csh/nursing/
http://www.weber.edu/nursing/


 

 

Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BS and BSN)  

BS and BSN programs prepare nurses in the full scope of professional nursing practice. These 

nursing programs generally have course requirements in the sciences, the humanities, and the 

arts in addition to preparation courses in the nursing sciences including nursing theory, research, 

leadership, healthcare economics, health informatics, and health policy. The difference in degree 

designation has more to do with how the university is organized. The curricula are similar and 

need to meet the same nursing accreditation standards. 

 

Baccalaureate degree nursing programs in Utah require approximately 4 years of full-time study 

including prerequisites.  

 

Brigham Young University    

http://nursing.byu.edu/ 

 

Dixie State University    

http://www.dixie.edu/health/nursing/  

 

 Eagle Gate College    

http://www.eaglegatecollege.edu/info/healthcare/nursing-bsn/ 

 

Provo College    

http://www.provocollege.edu/programs/healthcare/nursing/ 

 

Roseman University of Health Science    

http://www.roseman.edu/explore-our-colleges/college-of-nursing 

 

Stevens-Henager College    

http://www.stevenshenager.edu/healthcare/bachelors/nursing  

 

Southern Utah University    

http://suu.edu/cose/nursing/   

 

University of Utah    

http://nursing.utah.edu/programs/index-old.php  

 

Utah Valley University    

http://www.uvu.edu/csh/nursing/  

 

Weber State University    

http://weber.edu/nursing 

http://nursing.byu.edu/
http://www.dixie.edu/health/nursing/
http://www.eaglegatecollege.edu/info/healthcare/nursing-bsn/
http://www.provocollege.edu/programs/healthcare/nursing/
http://www.roseman.edu/explore-our-colleges/college-of-nursing
http://www.stevenshenager.edu/healthcare/bachelors/nursing
http://suu.edu/cose/nursing/
http://nursing.utah.edu/programs/index-old.php
http://www.uvu.edu/csh/nursing/
http://weber.edu/nursing


 

 

 

Western Governors University    

http://www.wgu.edu/degrees_and_programs  

 

Westminster College    

http://www.westminstercollege.edu/nursing_and_health_sciences/  

 

Accelerated Baccalaureate Nursing programs are offered for students who have already 

completed a bachelor’s degree and are seeking a second baccalaureate degree in nursing. This 

program prepares students for the NCLEX exam and a career in nursing. 

 

RN-to-BS 

RN-to-BS programs build on initial nursing preparation with course work to enhance 

professional development. BSN and BS programs with a major in nursing, prepare students for a 

broader scope of practice, and provide a better understanding of the cultural, political, economic, 

and social issues that affect patients and influence health care delivery. Utah RN-to-BS nursing 

programs generally take 12-24 months to complete at a full-time student rate, including 

prerequisites.  

 

Ameritech    

http://www.ameritech.edu/programs/nursing/  

 

Dixie State University    

http://www.dixie.edu/health/nursing/ 

 

Independence University    

http://www.independence.edu/healthcare/bachelors/nursing  

 

Provo College    

http://www.provocollege.edu/programs/healthcare/nursing/ 

 

Stevens-Henager College    

http://www.stevenshenager.edu/healthcare/bachelors/nursing  

 

Southern Utah University    

http://suu.edu/cose/nursing/  

 

University of Phoenix    

http://www.phoenix.edu/programs/degree-programs/nursing-and-health-care/bachelors/bsn.html 

http://www.wgu.edu/degrees_and_programs
http://www.westminstercollege.edu/nursing_and_health_sciences/
http://www.ameritech.edu/programs/nursing/
http://www.dixie.edu/health/nursing/
http://www.independence.edu/healthcare/bachelors/nursing
http://www.provocollege.edu/programs/healthcare/nursing/
http://www.stevenshenager.edu/healthcare/bachelors/nursing
http://suu.edu/cose/nursing/
http://www.phoenix.edu/programs/degree-programs/nursing-and-health-care/bachelors/bsn.html


 

 

 

University of Utah    

http://nursing.utah.edu/programs/index-old.php  

 

Utah Valley University    

http://www.uvu.edu/csh/nursing/  

 

Weber State University    

http://weber.edu/nursing 

 

Western Governors University    

http://www.wgu.edu/degrees_and_programs 

 

Westminster College    

http://www.westminstercollege.edu/nursing_and_health_sciences/ 

 

Master’s Degree in Nursing (MS and MSN) 

MS and MSN programs are 18-24 months in length, and prepare nurses with knowledge and 

understanding of the discipline of nursing in order to engage in high level practice and leadership 

in a variety of settings.  The MSN graduate is prepared in leadership and critical thinking with 

the knowledge and skills to lead change, promote health, and elevate care in various roles and 

settings. Programs may focus on nursing education, nursing informatics, care management, or 

advanced practice roles such as nurse practitioners or nurse midwives. Some master’s programs 

prepare students for advance practice licensure. In Utah, nurse practitioners, nurse midwives, and 

nurse anesthetists require masters or doctoral degrees and national certification. Check with 

program directors or advisors regarding what requirements are needed to pursue the next degree 

in nursing. This will help you plan future nursing education endeavors to advance your career.  

 

Brigham Young University    

https://nursing.byu.edu/academics/grad/grad_prg.aspx  

 

Independence University    

http://www.independence.edu/healthcare/masters/nurse-education  

 

University of Phoenix    

http://www.phoenix.edu/programs/degree-programs/nursing-and-health-care/masters/msn.html 

 

University of Utah    

http://nursing.utah.edu/programs/index-old.php  

http://nursing.utah.edu/programs/index-old.php
http://www.uvu.edu/csh/nursing/
http://weber.edu/nursing
http://www.wgu.edu/degrees_and_programs
http://www.westminstercollege.edu/nursing_and_health_sciences/
https://nursing.byu.edu/academics/grad/grad_prg.aspx
http://www.independence.edu/healthcare/masters/nurse-education
http://www.phoenix.edu/programs/degree-programs/nursing-and-health-care/masters/msn.html
http://nursing.utah.edu/programs/index-old.php


 

 

 

Utah Valley University    

http://www.uvu.edu/csh/nursing/  

 

Weber State University    

http://weber.edu/nursing 

 

Western Governors University    

http://www.wgu.edu/degrees_and_programs 

 

Westminster College    

http://www.westminstercollege.edu/nursing_and_health_sciences/ 

 

Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) 

The DNP is offered in two ways: one is a generic degree, where a baccalaureate nurse enters the 

program and progresses to the DNP degree, and the second is adding additional education to 

those who already have a master’s degree in nursing. 

 

The DNP is usually a 2-year program for a masters-prepared nurse and a 3-year program for a 

bachelor’s prepared nurse.  The person with a DNP is prepared in advanced practice nursing to 

apply and translate research into practice and is prepared to obtain a leadership position within 

the healthcare system. 

 

Average length of Utah DNP programs is 2-3 years full-time depending on if the candidate is 

BSN or MSN prepared.  

 

Rocky Mountain University    

http://rmuohp.edu/academics/nursing/  

 

University of Utah    

http://nursing.utah.edu/programs/index-old.php  

Advanced Practice Registered Nurse (APRN) 

Both MS/MSN and DNP programs prepare nurses for licensure as an APRN. The APRN is a 

nurse who is educated at least at a Master’s degree level.  The APRN licensure includes the 

following: 

  

http://www.uvu.edu/csh/nursing/
http://weber.edu/nursing
http://www.wgu.edu/degrees_and_programs
http://www.westminstercollege.edu/nursing_and_health_sciences/
http://rmuohp.edu/academics/nursing/
http://nursing.utah.edu/programs/index-old.php


 

 

Nurse Practitioner (NP): Provides care in clinics, nursing homes, hospitals, birth centers, 

and home settings by providing primary and preventive health care, prescribing 

medication, diagnosing and treating illnesses and injuries. 

  

Certified nurse-midwife (CNM):  provides well-woman gynecological and low-risk 

obstetrical care in hospitals, birth centers, and in the home setting. 

 

Clinical nurse specialist (CNS):  provides care the clients with physical and mental health 

problems in the hospital, clinic, nursing home, private office, and community-based 

settings.   

 

Certified registered nurse anesthetists (CRNA): provides anesthetics to clients in various 

healthcare settings. 

 

(APRN programs can be found by searching schools that offer MS or DNP programs. See list at 

the end of this document.) 

 

Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing (PhD) 

PhD education requires either the BSN or MSN nurse to become an independent researcher to 

advance the knowledge base for nursing practice and healthcare delivery.  PhD nurses are 

prepared to be university faculty members, hold leadership positions, and have careers in 

research-intensive organizations. There is no Utah nursing license that requires a PhD. 

 

Utah PhD programs are 3-5 years of full time study.  

 

University of Utah    

http://nursing.utah.edu/programs/index-old.php  

 

http://nursing.utah.edu/programs/index-old.php

